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MEDIA RELEASE: Next Wave: Great Movements of Feeling 
curated by Zara Sigglekow
13 April

Great Movements of Feeling includes new commissions by Megan Cope (Australia) and Helen Grogan (Australia), and works by Nikos Pantazopoulos (Australia), Stuart Ringholt (Australia), Sriwhana Spong (New Zealand/United Kingdom), Sue Williamson (South Africa), and a Medieval Flemish stained glass panel (artist(s) unknown).

Curated by Zara Sigglekow as part of Next Wave Festival 2018 the exhibition considers emotion as a cognitive and bodily force that drives, circulates and sticks. With discursive and centrifugal ambitions, this exhibition observes human emotion through personal and historic lenses.

Themes considered include emotion within communication and the nature of voice. Williamson's video work explores the power and agency of testimony and stories, while Cope responds to the emotional violence and the spectacle of trauma on social media through an installation incorporating light, text and organic materials. 

The personal voice is also at play in Spong's video work, as she ruminates on the medieval mystic Margery Kempe and the political shaping and pathological labelling of emotional expression. Art and artefacts have been carriers of affects throughout history, which is harnessed, questioned and, at times, subverted by artists in this exhibition. With this lineage kept in mind, included is a rare Medieval Flemish stained glass window featuring Virgin Mary as ‘Lady of the Apocalypse’. Pantazopoulos's photographic triptych is a ‘queering of modernism’ while maintaining the power of abstract affect. In Ringholt's  ‘Anger Workshops’ the viewer becomes the art object, expressing emotion as catharsis. Finally, Grogan places objects under stress and performing crisis: an attempt to remove personal traces of expression and singular agency. 

Great Movements of Feeling will be accompanied by an online publication, including catalogue essay by Zara Sigglekow and text responses by writers Laura Couttie, Ellen Van Neervan, Sarah Werkmeister, and activist Roxley Foley.

Great Movements of Feeling has been assisted by the Gordon Darling Foundation and the Australian Government through Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body.  Sigglekow would also like to give thanks to ACU University and MvS Architects.

About Zara Sigglekow 
Zara Sigglekow is as a New Zealand born Melbourne based curator and arts writer. Sigglekow’s most recent curated exhibition in 2016 was titled The Joke and explored humour in relationship to power and was held across two locations (Neon Parc  and the artist run space Bus Projects). Sigglekow holds a Master of Art Curatorship from the University of Melbourne, and undergraduate degrees in Art History and Political Studies from the University of Auckland, and is Editorial Assistant at Art Guide Australia, and Associate Gallery Manager at Neon Parc. 

Image Caption: Sriwhana Spong, This Creature (video still), 2016, HD video. Courtesy of the artist and Michael Lett, Auckland.

About Gertrude Contemporary
Gertrude Contemporary is a not-for-profit gallery and studio complex that has been supporting contemporary artists for over 30 years. Gertrude is valued nationally and respected internationally as a dynamic centre for the production and presentation of contemporary art. 

Gertrude enables creative and professional development in its strong community of arts practitioners through the studio program and the exhibition program, run across two venues. Artists are connected to Gertrude’s diverse audience through the exhibition program, education workshops and public programs. This nexus between art practitioners and audience is essential to all of Gertrude's activities. 

Gertrude's alumni distinguish themselves in major Australian and international exhibitions and collections with 17 of the 20 artists representing Australia at the Venice Biennale since 1995 having been Gertrude studio or exhibiting artists.  

Gertrude Contemporary is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal Government's arts funding and advisory body; and through the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.

For further media information:  
Christine Tipton, Director, Business and Operations, 0414 865 473
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