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Shane Cotton is one of New Zealand’s most accomplished and celebrated artists. Of Maori (Ngati Rangi, Ngati Hine, Te Uri Taniwha) and Pakeha descent, his idiosyncratic paintings incorporate iconography from Maori and European traditions to reflect upon the unique bicultural context of Aotearoa New Zealand.
 
Black Hole is Cotton’s most recent body of work, and demonstrates a shift in the development of his practice, deviating, if only momentarily, from the darkly atmospheric and brooding palette of his works of the last decade. In this body of work, the images of body-less heads are depicted centrally and powerfully within the painted plane, unaccompanied by elaborate backdrops, so that the mark-making appears as even more urgent, rendered more direct through its distillation.

Shane Cotton: Black Hole is presented in association with Kronenberg Wright, Sydney, where it was first shown in 2017.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Media Release Image Caption:  Shane Cotton, Bones, 2017, Acrylic on canvas, 120 x 85 cm. Courtesy of the Artist and Kronenberg Wright, Sydney

Exhibition Opening: Friday 2 February, 6-8pm
Location: Gertrude Contemporary, 21 – 31 High Street, Preston South
Exhibition Dates: 2 February – 10 March

About Gertrude Contemporary

Gertrude Contemporary is a not-for-profit gallery and studio complex that has been supporting contemporary artists for over 30 years. Gertrude is valued nationally and respected internationally as a dynamic centre for the production and presentation of contemporary art. 

Gertrude enables creative and professional development in its strong community of arts practitioners through the studio program and the exhibition program, run across two venues. Artists are connected to Gertrude’s diverse audience through the exhibition program, education workshops and public programs. This nexus between art practitioners and audience is essential to all of Gertrude's activities. 

Gertrude's alumni distinguish themselves in major Australian and international exhibitions and collections with 17 of the 20 artists representing Australia at the Venice Biennale since 1995 having been Gertrude studio or exhibiting artists.  

Gertrude Contemporary is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal Government's arts funding and advisory body; and through the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.

For further media information:  
Christine Tipton, Director, Business and Operations, 0414 865 473
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