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Dredging up the Past is the most recent body of paintings by leading Australian artist Richard Bell and continues his ongoing campaign of focusing attention upon the disempowerment of Indigenous Australian peoples. Employing the visual tropes of canonical painting of the twentieth century, Bell appropriates all that is familiar within the modern Western tradition of art, yet subverts the vernacular to raise crucial issues around unceded Aboriginal sovereignty.  

Many of the works within Dredging up the Past are imbued with the same irreverent humour Bell is renowned for, yet there is also evident a more direct sense of political urgency disentangled from his typical subversive wit. The exhibition could potentially be interpreted as more mature, indeed, more serious in its narrative delivery than other works, unhinged from satire, yet still with the same anger that is the pervasive thrust of his work both as an activist and artist. At times totemic in scale, the paintings demand our attention, and convey, in no uncertain terms, some strategies toward a more equitable cultural realignment.

Richard Bell: Dredging up the Past is presented in association with Milani Gallery, Brisbane, where it was first shown in 2017.

Exhibition Opening: Friday 2 February. 6-8pm
Exhibition Dates: 2 February - 10 March 2018
Location: Gertrude Contemporary, 21 – 31 High Street, Preston South

Media Release Image Caption: 
Richard Bell
[bookmark: _GoBack]Always Will Be, 2017, Acrylic on linen, 240 x 180 cm
Courtesy of the artist and Milani Gallery, Brisbane

About Gertrude Contemporary

Gertrude Contemporary is a not-for-profit gallery and studio complex that has been supporting contemporary artists for over 30 years. Gertrude is valued nationally and respected internationally as a dynamic centre for the production and presentation of contemporary art. 

Gertrude enables creative and professional development in its strong community of arts practitioners through the studio program and the exhibition program, run across two venues. Artists are connected to Gertrude’s diverse audience through the exhibition program, education workshops and public programs. This nexus between art practitioners and audience is essential to all of Gertrude's activities. 

Gertrude's alumni distinguish themselves in major Australian and international exhibitions and collections with 17 of the 20 artists representing Australia at the Venice Biennale since 1995 having been Gertrude studio or exhibiting artists.  

Gertrude Contemporary is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal Government's arts funding and advisory body; and through the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.

For further media information:  
Siobhan Sloper, Gallery Coordinator, (031) 9419 3406
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