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Foundational within Rafaat Ishak’s practice is an interest in and knowledge of Arabic and Western art histories, and the evolving contemporary collisions and mutations through migration and points of conflict. Through painting, drawing and installation, Ishak has created a unique visual language that explores concepts of cultural intersectionality, recontextualising cultural motifs from the Middle East and the West to reflect upon a more porous global context, yet one still marred by ideological differences. For his project at Gertrude, Ishak continues this interest in cultural transference and the collapsing of historical temporalities, constructing a staircase through the gallery ceiling, enraptured by a suite of paintings that examine an imaging of the 19th century classical revival in Athens and mid 20th century Australian warplane industry.
Born Cairo 1967; arrived Melbourne 1982; lives and works Melbourne.
Working across painting, sculpture and site-specific drawing, Raafat Ishak's practice is informed by the history of painting and architecture. Recent exhibitions include: 1977, Sutton Gallery, Melbourne, 2017; Painting, More Painting, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, 2016; The Other's Other, Artspace, Sydney, 2012; The Future of a Promise, Venice Biennale, 2011; NEW10, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, 2010 and Cubism and Australian Art, Heide Museum of Modern Art, Melbourne, 2009. Raafat is a founding member of Ocular Lab Inc, lecturer in drawing and printmaking at the Victorian College of the Arts and is represented by Sutton Gallery, Melbourne.
 
Media Release Image Caption: Raafat Ishak, Pecan, 2017. Courtesy of the artist and Sutton Gallery.
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About Gertrude Contemporary

Gertrude Contemporary is a not-for-profit gallery and studio complex that has been supporting contemporary artists for over 30 years. Gertrude is valued nationally and respected internationally as a dynamic centre for the production and presentation of contemporary art. 

Gertrude enables creative and professional development in its strong community of arts practitioners through the studio program and the exhibition program, run across two venues. Artists are connected to Gertrude’s diverse audience through the exhibition program, education workshops and public programs. This nexus between art practitioners and audience is essential to all of Gertrude's activities. 

Gertrude's alumni distinguish themselves in major Australian and international exhibitions and collections with 17 of the 20 artists representing Australia at the Venice Biennale since 1995 having been Gertrude studio or exhibiting artists.  

Gertrude Contemporary is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal Government's arts funding and advisory body; and through the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.
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