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River Capital Commission 2020
Natalie Thomas | Stage Fright

Gertrude Contemporary | 21-31 High Street, Preston South

Exhibition Dates | 26 November 2020 – 24 January 2021*

Open Thursday – Sunday, 12 – 5pm or by appointment

Gertrude Contemporary will be closed 21 December – 6 January 2021

*subject to Victorian Government public health restrictions

Gertrude Contemporary is pleased to announce the second River Capital Commission, an annual commissioning initiative developed in partnership with and through the generous support of River Capital. This partnership enables Gertrude to work with leading artists to commission a major new project to be presented as a flagship exhibition within our artistic program.

For the River Capital Commission 2020, Gertrude is honoured to be working with Melbourne-based artist Natalie Thomas to present Stage Fright. This exhibition will be the first solo artist project presented across all of the gallery spaces at Gertrude since the organisation relocated to Preston South in 2017.

Artistically active for over two decades, Natalie Thomas is a figure committed to producing, performing for and participating in art, attempting to broaden its dissemination, while casting acute scrutiny upon the artworld itself. Stage Fright takes cue from this particular moment in history, with all of the separately experienced anxieties determined by isolation, fear for our welfare and susceptibility to economic fragility. In its title, the exhibition acknowledges the amplified apprehension of the present moment and the near future. Yet it also signifies the apprehensive moment of the return, not merely for the artist, but for the spaces of art the world over, all tentatively resuming in an entirely reshaped reality. There is no business like show business, and now more than perhaps ever before, it is business as unusual.

Thomas maintains a diverse and independent practice that maintains storytelling as the basis of culture. Her work engages with the mass media and its role in how we see each other and the world. nat&ali (1999–2005) was a collaboration that riffed with riot grrrl strategies. nattysolo (one woman, one camera, no film) is an ongoing endurance performance project that manifests in equal measures as social pages and social archive, fusing gossip and innuendo with astute cultural criticism.

Selected solo exhibitions include: The Audition, Caves, Melbourne (2019); Finding the Field, True Estate, Melbourne (2019); Let’s Go Clubbing, Ankles, Sydney (2018); Project Space Life, West Space (2013); Yesterday’s News, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne and Canberra Contemporary Art Space (2012); For what it’s worth, Hell Gallery, Melbourne (2009); and Not only but also, Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane (2004). Selected group exhibitions include: The National 2019, Carriageworks, Sydney; Unfinished Business: Perspectives on art and feminism, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne (2017); The End of Time. The Beginning of Time, Gertrude Contemporary, Melbourne (2017); The Joke, Neon Parc and Bus Projects, Melbourne (2016); Deadpan, Goulburn Regional Gallery (2015); and The Financial Report, Artspace, Sydney (2013).

The River Capital Commission is an initiative developed in partnership with River Capital, a Melbourne-based investment firm with a commitment to investor and community success.


Image Credits:

Image | Natalie Thomas, Find better rich people, 2020, Acrylic on paper, 62 x 80 cm. Courtesy of the artist


About Gertrude Contemporary

Gertrude Contemporary is a not-for-profit gallery and studio complex that has been supporting contemporary artists for over 30 years. Gertrude is valued nationally and respected internationally as a dynamic centre for the production and presentation of contemporary art. 

Gertrude enables creative and professional development in its strong community of arts practitioners through the studio program and the exhibition program, run across two venues. Artists are connected to Gertrude’s diverse audience through the exhibition program, education workshops and public programs. This nexus between art practitioners and audience is essential to all of Gertrude's activities. 

Gertrude Contemporary is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal Government's arts funding and advisory body; and through the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.

For further media information, please contact:  

Siobhan Sloper
Gallery Coordinator
Ph: 03 9419 3406
E: siobhan@gertrude.org.au
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