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Gertrude Emerging Curator Program 2020 | Remedy for the Doldrums


Artists | Francis Carmody, Simon Denny, Sophie Hyde, Elizabeth McInnes, James Nguyen and Ciaran Begley, and Erwin Wurm

Curator | Siobhan Sloper

Exhibition Dates | 26 November - 19 December 2020*
Open Thursday – Sunday, 12 – 5pm or by appointment

*subject to Victorian Government public health restrictions

Since the early 2000s the Gertrude Emerging Curator Program has supported early practice curators through a mentorship program to develop a new exhibition and is presented in alternate years. The program is Gertrude’s mechanism to support early practice curators as a means to provide professional development and present a project within a public outcome. Over the years, many of Australia’s most interesting young curators have participated in the program and gone on to forge significant careers in the arts working in major public institutions in Australia and internationally. 
 
In 2020, the Gertrude Emerging Curator Program exhibition will be developed by Gertrude Contemporary’s Gallery Coordinator, Siobhan Sloper and held at Gertrude Glasshouse. Siobhan has been mentored by Gertrude Contemporary’s Artistic Director, Mark Feary throughout 2019 and 2020; sharing curatorial knowledge and enabling professional development within a supportive and encouraging environment. 
 
The exhibition, Remedy for the Doldrums amasses an international and intergenerational group of artists who explore characteristics and states of play within their work. From structured gaming to the ludicrous and absurd, the artists use the language of play to explore topics such as global, social and political concerns; language; learning and development; and the poetic role of play within the everyday.

Developed some time in advance of the spread of the COVID 19 pandemic, the title, Remedy for the Doldrums has gained more potency in light of this time of isolation induced boredom.

The curated artworks include a suite of Simon Denny’s Game of Life board game covers and two Erwin Wurms, interactive One Minute Sculptures. Adelaide based film maker Sophie Hyde's To Look Away - Tilda offers a portrait or boredom and relief, 
while Melbourne based emerging artist Franics Carmody examines storytelling traditions and how they continue to resonate in contemporary culture. Elizabeth McInnes found object work examine the relationship between play and learning and development. And Ciaran Begley & James Nguyen are undertaking an art-prize lottery performance work, which is as it sounds, a fictional art prize, with the winner drawn on a lottery system. 

A digital catalogue with be produced with accompanying text and installation images.



Image Credit:
1. Found moving image file
2. Simon Denny, ‘Centralized vs Decentralized Conway’s Game of Life Box Lid Overprint: Inspired by TripAdvisor (Facebook Big Basin v2 AI/ML Hardware vs DIY GPU Bitcoin PoW Miner)’  2019, UV print on ‘Game of Life: Trip Advisor’ box lid, 35 x 48cm, Unique FAS-SDE-0017. Courtesy of the artist and Fine Arts, Sydney


About Gertrude Contemporary

Gertrude Contemporary is a not-for-profit gallery and studio complex that has been supporting contemporary artists for over 30 years. Gertrude is valued nationally and respected internationally as a dynamic centre for the production and presentation of contemporary art. 

Gertrude enables creative and professional development in its strong community of arts practitioners through the studio program and the exhibition program, run across two venues. Artists are connected to Gertrude’s diverse audience through the exhibition program, education workshops and public programs. This nexus between art practitioners and audience is essential to all of Gertrude's activities. 

Gertrude Contemporary is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal Government's arts funding and advisory body; and through the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.

For further media information, please contact:  

Siobhan Sloper
Gallery Coordinator
Ph: 03 9419 3406
E: siobhan@gertrude.org.au
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